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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

LB 276 is intended to provide stronger and more comprehensive penalties for graffiti and
criminal defacement.

For graffiti causing less than $500 in pecuniary loss, a defendant will be guilty of a class 11l
misdemeanor on their first offense, a class Il misdemeanor on their second offense, and a class |
misdemeanor on their third and subsequent offense.

For graffiti causing $500 or more in pecuniary loss, a defendant will be guilty of a class |1
misdemeanor on their first offense, a class | misdemeanor on their second offense, and a class IV
felony on their third and subsequent offense.

The bill also provides enhanced penalties for graffiti that is gang-related or advances the interest
of organized crime. Regardless of pecuniary loss, a perpetrator of gang-related graffiti will be
guilty of a class I misdemeanor upon the first offense and a class IV felony upon the second and
subsequent offenses.

An included definition of pecuniary loss ensures that graffiti offenders will be held responsible
for the actual cost of restoring the defaced surface to its original appearance.

LB 276 also grants the court the authority to order the defendant to clean up or repair the defaced
property, and to keep the property clean of graffiti for up to one year. Additionally, the court can
mandate the defendant undergo counseling.

The bill grants the court the authority to order the suspension of the defendant’s driver’s license
for up to one year.
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